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Sioux Center hospital takes initial step in new building project
The Sioux Center Community Hospital & Health Center Avera recently purchased land for a new main campus building project.  The deal was finalized on December 29, 2009, which includes 40 acres of land located just east of the water treatment plant on the southwest corner of B40 (9th Street) and 13th Avenue.

“This is a significant step forward in this project.  Now our vision is starting to become a reality, and is a great way to finish 2009” said Kayleen Lee, the health care organization’s Chief Executive Officer. “Clearly identifying the needs of our community is a major focus while we enter the next phase of planning and design.”  
The Sioux Center Community Hospital & Health Center Avera has been working diligently with the Sioux Center Land Development to find a suitable location for replacement of the hospital and clinic.  “We chose this location for its accessibility and land availability.  All roads leading to it are primary roads, which is very important during emergency transports.”
Lee recognized the importance of the support of Sioux Center Land Development to keep this project moving forward. “This project is a collaborative effort between Sioux Center Community Hospital & Health Center and Sioux Center Land Development. We are thankful for their support in this deal.”

Sioux Center city officials agree that the location makes good sense for the community. “The community continues to grow and expand, and the hospital’s chosen location was made with this in mind,” said Paul Clousing, city manager. “We see that the city is expanding toward the east. The hospital will be in the right location for this community now and in the future.”
Now that the land is purchased, the next phase of the project will be focusing on planning and design. “Meeting with community stakeholders and local residents will be instrumental in identifying the future health care needs of our community” said Lee.  “We need to design and build a safe, cost-effective health care facility that allows us to continue our tradition of providing quality health care.”  
Dale Vander Berg, the hospital’s board president, is encouraged by the interest and support shown by community leaders. “This is an exciting venture for both the healthcare organization and the region. The support and trust of local citizens will be key in moving forward with the project and in meeting our financial goals.”

Recognizing the economic impact of this project, Sioux Center Mayor Dennis Walstra stated, “The benefits to Sioux Center are substantial.  Strong healthcare services are key to attracting new businesses as well as families and retirees to our community.  The health care sector in our community provides over 400 jobs directly, nearly $14 million in direct worker income and almost $6 million in taxable retail sales revenue.  A building project of this magnitude will additionally have a significant economic impact when it occurs.”

While consideration was given to renovating the current facilities, a comparison study determined that building a new facility cost nearly the same as remodeling the current facility and would achieve improved efficiency in utility costs as well as organizational structure.  

The Sioux Center Community Hospital was built in 1951 primarily as an inpatient facility.  It underwent a major renovation and addition which was completed in 1983.  The medical clinic was built 1989. As the trend towards more out-patient services continues, there is an increasing demand for the hospital to expand their health care facilities.  
The new site allows for continued development of related health facilities within the area since the land is more extensive around the new location.  According to Lee, “It is critical for rural hospitals to upgrade their facilities to meet the needs of both patients and medical providers.  We see this land purchase as an opportunity to continue quality, cost-effective health care and retain practitioners of high standards.”
Sioux Center Community Hospital & Health Center Avera is a non-profit, community hospital which was established in 1946 by a group of local leaders who envisioned a health ministry to serve the health needs of the community.  It is governed by forty community members who volunteer to serve on the Board of Directors and a ten-person Executive Board of Directors.  Sioux Center Community Hospital & Health Center has been managed by Avera McKennan since 1994.
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